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2003 Annual Dangerous Waste
Reports can be filled out directly on
the Internet, using Ecology’s new
software program TurboWaste.Net.
The new software meets the
electronic reporting needs of all
reporting companies, including
Small Quantity Generators (SQGs).
Older versions of TurboWaste will
be obsolete at the end of 2003.

TurboWaste.Net lets you enter
your notification and annual
reporting forms directly into the
program with a screen display
identical to the paper forms. You can
also import your annual reporting
data files directly into the program.
TurboWaste.Net reports are filed
directly over the Internet, rather
than through surface mail or e-mail.
Ecology encourages all reporting
sites to submit their annual
reporting data electronically. The
goal is to make the process of
reporting faster, easier, and better.
Ecology will still provide paper
forms for those who prefer a paper
reporting option.

Benefits of using TurboWaste.-
Net include:

The Site ID (formerly the
Verification Form or VF), can be
filled out and submitted on-line.

Records can be entered all year,
but not finished or validated
until the user is ready.
Designed for use by beginners
and experts.
New automated features can fill
in waste amounts and Off-site
Identification facility name and
location.
Built-in waste codes prevent
typos.
Validation checks alert you to
errors before you submit your
data.
One click to submit your entire
report. No more e-mail
attachments or mailing
packages.
You can view your annual
reports from earlier years.

What is new and different about
the 2003 Annual Reports?

Require new EPA “Source,”
“Form,” and “Management”
codes. See 2003 Annual Report
Code Changes.
The Site ID Form replaces the
Notification of Dangerous Waste
Activities (Form 2),
and the Annual
Report VF. The
combined form will
be used for
notification and
reporting.

TurboWaste.Net will
be available December
31, 2003. Watch for a
notice in the mail. It will
be located on Ecology’s
web site, at http://
www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/
hwtr/index.html

To get started, open Turbo-
Waste.Net and send an e-mail to

Ecology requesting an account, a
PIN number, and a password. The
process is similar to setting up an
electronic banking transaction. A
password and PIN number will be
sent through regular mail to the
company administrator. The
administrator can set up additional
accounts and passwords. Annual
report or notification information
not yet submitted can only be
viewed by the company
administrator or their delegates.

TurboWaste.Net works with any
computer having Internet and e-
mail access. We recommend a DSL
or cable modem. There is no
software to install.

For more information call the
Annual Report Helpline at (800)
874-2022 (within Washington), or
(360) 407-6170, or e-mail:
turbowaste@ecy.wa.gov

Ecology’s annual Dangerous
Waste Management Workshops
(Jan-Feb 2004) will introduce
TurboWaste.Net.  Check inside for
registration information.

2003 Annual Report Code
Changes
Annual Reporting “Source,” “Form,”
and “Management” codes were
replaced for the 2003 reporting year.
For example, Cleaning and
Degreasing Source codes A01, A02,
and A03 are now one code — G02.
The 2003 reporting instructions will
include a cross-reference table of the
new codes, or see Ecology’s web site
at http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/
hwtr/index.html



2

Each year, Ecology’s Hazardous
Waste & Toxic Reduction Program
provides low-cost Dangerous Waste
Management Workshops. The
workshops discuss proper waste
management and how to comply
with the Dangerous Waste
Regulations.

The training is a mix of
presentations, group exercises,
discussions, and question and
answer sessions. You can have your
questions answered in a casual,
friendly atmosphere while you
learn:

How to increase profits by
reducing waste
How to avoid common
compliance violations
How to benefit from lowering
your generator status
The “designation” process for
identifying a waste’s hazards
Principles of proper dangerous
waste management
TurboWaste.Net, the new Internet
reporting option that can be used
by all generators
The proper way to complete your
Annual Report
What to expect if you have an
unannounced compliance
inspection

2004 Workshop Schedule
Date City
January 21 Mt. Vernon
January 23 Kelso
January 27 Lynnwood
January 28 Lynnwood
January 29 Lynnwood
February 3 Yakima
February 5 Spokane

Hurry! Space is limited. The full-day
training and lunch costs $55.
Register on-line at http://www.ecy
.wa.gov/forms/dwmw/index.htm,
fax your request to (360) 407-6715, or
call Tonya Wolfe at (360) 407-6023.

Shoptalk readers may know that they
must make various reports under
SARA Title III or the Emergency
Planning & Community Right-to-
Know Act regulation.  One of the
lesser-known but crucial reporting
requirements is in Section 304 —
Emergency Release Notification.

Under Section 304, if you release
“reportable” quantities of certain
chemicals you must immediately
notify local and state emergency
agencies. In Washington, these are
your Local Emergency Planning
Committee (LEPC) and the State
Emergency Response Commission
(SERC), contact numbers are listed
below. You must follow up within
two weeks with a written notice that
updates the initial information and
describes the actual events of the
release.

If an incident occurs at your
facility and there is any doubt
whether to make a call, MAKE THE
CALL.  It will not create problems
for your business if it turns out the
release was not a reportable
incident.

The types of substances that must
be reported are Extremely
Hazardous Substances (EHS) and
Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation and
Liability Act (CERCLA) hazardous
substances.  Lists of these
substances, and their reportable
quantities, can be found in the EPA’s
Title III Consolidated List of Lists (http:/
/130.11.53.73/lol).

You can make your first
notifications to the emergency
agencies by telephone, radio, or in
person. If your business released
EHS at or above reportable
quantities, you must also report this
to the National Response Center
(NRC).

Send written follow-up reports to
the SERC at: Community Right-to-
Know, Ecology, PO Box 47659,
Olympia WA  98504-7659.
Numbers to keep handy: SERC:
(800) 258-5990; NRC: (800) 424-8802

LEPC link:  http://www.ecy.wa.gov/
programs/hwtr/epcra/pages/lepclist.html

For more information on EPCRA
reporting, visit Ecology’s hazardous
waste web page at: www.ecy.wa.gov/
programs/hwtr/epcra or call us at 1-
800-633-7585.

Another resource for spill and
release reporting can be found at
Ecology’s spills web site at: http://
www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/spills/
spills_services.html

Emergency Planning & Community
Right-to-Know Reporting

2004 Dangerous Waste
Management Workshops

Washington’s industries have made
great strides in reducing waste
generation.  Now, we need to
change our thinking and get “be-
yond waste” in our society so that
we see wastes as resources.  The
goal of the Beyond Waste Project is
to develop long-range statewide
plans for reducing and managing
hazardous and solid wastes in
Washington.  Draft plans will be
available late February or early
March and public meetings will be
held on the draft plans in late
March.  As part of the plan develop-
ment process, Ecology held nine
focus group meetings with hazard-
ous waste generators in August and
September 2003.  For a report of
what Ecology heard at these meet-
ings, e-mail Chris Chapman at
ccha461@ecy.wa.gov  For more
information about the project, visit
the Beyond Waste web site at http://
www.ecy.wa.gov/beyondwaste/

Upcoming Dangerous
Waste Rule Amendments
The Dangerous Waste Regulations are
being amended.  Watch for articles
in future issues of Shoptalk.  If you
would like more information re-
garding the amendments now, join
the electronic listserve at http://
listserv.wa.gov/archives/dw-rules.html

Draft amendments will be avail-
able in early 2004.

Getting Beyond Waste
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Governor Gary Locke honored five
facilities in October with the 2003
Governor’s Award for Pollution
Prevention & Sustainable Practices.
The winning facilities found
innovative ways to offer services
and make products while reducing
or eliminating hazardous waste and
conserving vital resources such as
energy and water. They also were
honored for using business practices
that are “sustainable;”  those that
support the vitality of the economy,
the environment and the
community.  The 2003 winners are:

Aaron’s Bicycle Repair of Seattle,
for its commitment to sustainable
transportation practices and waste
reduction, and for putting the
principles of sustainability ahead of
profits.

Clark County, for environmental
education, keeping hazardous
materials out of the garbage, cutting
vehicle emissions, and investing in
“green” building design,
construction and operation.

Mount Baker School District of
Deming, for comprehensive efforts
by staff and students to prevent
pollution and conserve resources,
including composting cafeteria
waste and avoiding the use of
hazardous substances.

Naval Submarine Base - Bangor,
located at Silverdale, won a
Continuing Excellence award for
reducing the use of hazardous
substances, reducing the amount of
hazardous waste it produces, and
maintaining a comprehensive
“reduce, re-use, and recycle”
materials system.

2020 ENGINEERING Inc. of
Bellingham, for designing
innovative, “low-impact
development” that reduces
pollution, erosion, and maintenance
costs through more environmentally
friendly stormwater management
and wastewater treatment systems.

The award winners reached out
to their customers, clients and

other facilities in their fields to
promote pollution prevention and
sustainable practices.

For more information, call
Mariann Cook Andrews at (360)
407-6740 or visit the Governor’s
Award web site at: http://
www.ecy.wa.gov/sustainability/
GovAward/gov_awards.htm

Governor Honors Facilities that Place Community and the Environment First

Dental Association to Curb
Mercury Waste
Ecology and the Washington State
Dental Association have agreed on a
voluntary program to help keep
mercury out of dental waste water
and the environment. Dental
amalgam used for fillings contains
mercury and other metals. Small
amounts of amalgam may be rinsed
down the drain when fillings are
removed or replaced, and the
mercury may then be released into
the environment.

The association has worked with
dentists across the state to improve
their waste management practices.
The association plans to increase its
efforts through workshops, web-
based information and printed
reminders. Ecology will enhance

those efforts by providing technical
assistance.

Using “best management
practices,” dentists would install
separators in their drains and
properly dispose of all scrap
amalgam waste from traps, filters,
and separators at a licensed
treatment, storage, disposal, or
recycling facility.

The agreement outlines a two-
year voluntary compliance period
during which the state will exercise
enforcement discretion.

You can read the agreement at:
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/eap/
pbt/documents/mou-ecy-wsda.pdf and
view Washington’s Mercury Action
Plan at: http://www.mercurymess.org

The winners with Governor Locke outside the Governor’s Mansion.

Notice anything different?
Shoptalk is trying out a new paper
with this issue. Its 100% recycled
paper, with an 80% post-consumer
content. And it’s processed
chlorine-free. Our next step on the
road to sustainability will be 100%
recycled, 100% post-consumer,
processed chlorine-free. Let us
know what you think about this
and paper used in future issues. E-
mail: maco461@ecy.wa.gov



QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS:How often am I required
to inspect my hazardous
waste accumulation area?

Regulated hazardous waste
generators are required to

inspect waste container areas at least
once weekly and waste tank systems
once daily. Routine inspections of
hazardous waste accumulation areas
will help prevent injuries to workers
and expensive mistakes or releases
of hazardous materials.

Conditionally exempt small
quantity generators have no specific
inspection requirement, but Ecology
strongly recommends that they
inspect their accumulation areas
once per week also. (See Chapters
173-303-630(6) WAC Inspections and
173-303-640(6) WAC Inspections for
tanks.)

Is there a form I should
use?  What should I look
for?

There is no set form for the
inspection of your waste

accumulation area. In the case of
containers, look for leaks, deteriora-
tion, corrosion, etc. of the containers
and the containment system. You
must keep an inspection log with the
date and time of the inspector, the
name and signature of the inspec-
tion, any observations, and the date
and nature of any repairs or other
actions.

Department of Ecology
Remember, your business is liable for all
hazardous wastes generated. If you are
uncertain about your responsibilities as
a hazardous waste generator, call your
nearest Ecology office and ask for a
hazardous waste specialist. For informa-
tion on reducing or recycling hazardous
waste, ask for the toxics reduction staff,
also at the following numbers:

Bellevue: (425) 649-7000
Lacey: (360) 407-6300
Yakima: (509) 575-2490
Spokane: (509) 329-3400

The Department of Ecology is an Equal
Opportunity and Affirmative Action
employer. If you have special
accommodation needs or want more
information, please contact the
Hazardous Waste and Toxics Reduction
Program at (360) 407-6700 (voice), dial
711 or call (800) 833-6388 (TTY).

Shoptalk is produced by the Washington
State Department of Ecology’s Hazardous
Waste and Toxics Reduction Program.
Editor: Mariann Cook Andrews  (360) 407-6740
E-mail address: maco461@ecy.wa.gov
Production Team:  Cathy Bouge, Joan Morris
Technical Editor: Chipper Hervieux
Contributors: Chris Chapman, Mariann Cook
Andrews, Caitlin Cormier, Kathleen Kaynor,
Bert Ponton, Jim Sachet, Sadie Whitener, and
Tonya Wolfe
Distribution/Mailing List:  Visit Shoptalk on-
line at http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/hwtr/
shoptalkonline and subscribe to this free
newsletter while you’re there.

Shoptalk is run on an alcohol-free press using
vegetable-based inks.

Washington State
Department of Ecology
Hazardous Waste and
Toxics Reduction Program
P.O. Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600
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For tanks, the rule is more
specific, requiring daily inspection
of overfill controls, the tank system,
data from leak detection equipment,
the area around the tank, and the
secondary containment system, as
well as bi-monthly inspection of
cathodic protection systems. The
owner/operator must keep an
inspection log similar to that for
containers.

Keeping up with inspections
could also help your facility comply
with other fire, environmental,
safety or insurance programs.

For more information, contact the
hazardous waste specialists at the
nearest Ecology regional office.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Read the “tree free” Shoptalk!
You can read Shoptalk online at:
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/
nwltrs.html   And for automatic
notice when each new issue comes
out, sign up on our new listserve.
Access the listserve at http://
listserv.wa.gov/archives/ecy-
shoptalk.html

Your electronic subscription
means we use less paper for each
issue, pay less postage, and save
taxpayer dollars.
Important: If you subscribe to the
listserve, and later change your e-mail
address, your Shoptalk will not be able
to find you. Please make sure your
subscription address stays up-to-date.
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